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Simon Wickes House, Perkins House 
Water Street, Chestertown 
c. 1780 

Simon Wickes purchased water lot No. 10 and half of lot No. 15 

opposite in 1780 for the smn of "222 bushels of Gk)od merchantable wheat."i 

He immediately set out building a fine brick house that would be similar to 

that at 110 Water Street. The house was built into the river bank and is 

nearly one story higher on the water side than on the street. Flemish bond 

was used below the water table on the facade as weU as on three other 

walls. Glazed headers were used in the bond on the northeast gable, 

creating an archaic effect in relation to the all header bond on the street 

facade. There was a porch on the river side, probably with stair on ground 

level. There is evidence that the street entrance had a deck with benches 

flanking the door. 

Like the house at 110 Water Street, the original kitchen was located 

in the basement, however, here there was access to the river side yard fi-om 

a central grade level entrance. The central hall contained the stair on aU 

three floors above. This stairhall was separated from the end rooms by 

vertical board partitions. On the second floor, the northeast end of the 

house was divided into two sepgirate rooms, the larger room having the 

fireplace. This arrangement was like the Violet Farm and Tibbalds. 

In the northeast room of the first story, the fireplace wall was 

originally sheathed with raised fielded paneling, a feature common 

throughout the 18th Century. Flanking the fireplace there were cabinets or 

closets. In the southwest room the fireplace is off-center because of the 
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large flue fi"om the kitchen fireplace below. The chimney breast had no 

paneling, but a mantel, comer boards and cornice forming a framing for a 

plaster panel. The same treatment was used on the two fireplaces on the 

second floor. All of the windows had splayed jambs with paneled interior 

shutters. 

Sometime before 1805 Simon Wickes purchased the Custom House. 

Whether or not Mr. Wickes moved his residence there can not be 

ascertained fi-om the existing records. In his will of 1813, however, he 

bequeathed his real estate first to his daughter Elizabeth and then to his 

son Simon Wickes, Jr . While Elizabeth is Usted as owner of 115 Water 

Street in the 1841 Tax Assessment the house is further described as 

"occupied by Mrs. Perkins." 

After Elizabeth's death the house was indeed sold to the Perkins 

family who retained ownership of it untU 1942. In the 19th Century, the 

Perkins family remodeled the house by adding a large double dormer 

centered over the stair hall for extra headroom. They also added three 

dormers on the street side of the roof and overhanging eaves. All of the 

windows were replaced, including their trim. The balustrade was also 

replaced, however, they kept many other original features. Later in the 

19th Century, a kitchen and lavatory were constructed on the river side of 

the building with access from one of the gable windows in the southwest 

room. 

After their acquisition of the house in 1942, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Carvell enclosed part of the porch and made a den. The porch was also 

lengthened and that part converted into a screened porch with access to 

2. 
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grovmd level. A small fish pond was installed between the porch and street. 

On the street entrance a double brick stair with wroioght iron railing was 

installed. Other improvements to the heating, plvunbing and kitchen were 

made at that time as well. 

In 1971, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Atherton purchased the property from 

the CarveUs. Their occupancy only lasted until 1972, at which time they 

sold the hovrse to Mr. and Mrs. WiUiam Sears who maintained the old 

landmark house for the next ten years. In 1982, Mr. and Mrs. George Dean 

purchased the house and began its restoration. They essentially brought 

the form and function and many of the details back to the Wickes period, 

while introducing modem conveniences. 

1. Lib. DD 5, fol. 538. 

3. 



K-17 

Perkins House 1760-1780 
Chestertown. 
Private 

Architectural evidence suggests this handsome small scale Georgian 

residence is of the same vintage as its sister house, the Meeteer House across 

the street, though the documents that have turned up thus far are extremely 

difficult to interpret. Both houses appear to have been built in the 1 7 6 0 ' s , 

but the Perkins House may be later, as late as 1780, the year blacksmith Simon 

Wickes purchased the property for "222 bushels of good mechantable wheat." It 

is particularly notable for i t s all header brick facade, a feature it shares 

with the Meeteer House. The house has been meticullously maintained and 

i s one of t h e f lowers of Chestertown's f a m o u s eighteenth c e n t u r y 

Water Street collection. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

115 Water Street is located in Chestertown, one door down from the intersection 
of Maple Avenue and Wqter Street on the river side of the block. It occupies 
what is essentially Water Lot 10 on the 1730 Plot of Chestertown, It is set 
very close to the street. 

It is a 2j-story, 3-bay brick Georgian dwelling with an "A" roof and gabled 
doiners, very similar both in general featues and details to 110 Water Street 
diagonally across the street frcan it. The house is two full bays deep, slightly 
deeper than 110 Water, The facade is syinmetrloal and is laid in all header 
brick, as is 110 Water, There is a molded water table which jofes over the 
basement windows; the brick below the water table is laid in Flemish bond. 
There is a 2-brick belt course between the first and second stories. 

The cental door is 6-paneled, has a It-pane transom above it, and is framed 
by full-length louvered shutters. There is a brick stoop, which is ascended 
from both sides by brick steps. There is evidence that scane sort of pedimented 
protico was added and later removed. 

All windows are 6/6 double-hung sash, have wood sills, smd louveres shutters. 
The first story w^ndows have segmental arches, the second story windows have 
wood lintels. 

There is a olain box cornice and a tin simulated-tile roof. There are three 
gabled dormers on the front roof and one in the rear. There are chimneys 
within both gable ends. 

The northeast (left) gable end is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers. 
According to the Sanborn Insurance Map, there were no windows in this elevation 
prior to 1891. •'Presently there are two 6/6 windows on the first story, one 
6/6 plus a small U A on the second, and two small attic windows in the gable. 
None have arfihes. 

The southwest (left) gable end had two windows n̂ the first stoiy, but the 
rear one has been covered by a small frame addition, which bridges a passage 
frcsn the street through to the rear of the property, and which abuts a similar 
frame addition to the adjoining building, 111-113 Water Street, There are 
fwo windows on the second story., and two attic windows in the gable. The 
first and second story windows are 6/6 and have louvered shutters, 

frame 
There is a single story/addition, consisting of porch and kitchen in the rear. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This handsome small-scale 1>HBiiiBiaj| residence may be of approximately the same vintage 
as its sister house, 110 Water Street, though the documentary eirtdence that has been 
turned up thus far is extremely difficult to interpret. Both ho ises appear to have 
been b\iilt in the third qustrber of the eighteenth century, though 115 may have been 
built later, 

John Falconer, Jr. had the land from his father and sold it to Richard Bennett in 
1736. This transfer included all of Town Lot 15 (which is now occupied by 111; Water 
Street—late 19th century house—and the Metcalfe Apartments—late l8th century) 
and Water Lots 9 and 10 (now occupied by 117 Water Street—I89O—and 1J5 WAter 
^Street respectively). We presume all three Tots were undeveloped at that time. 

In I7U9 Bennett willed all of the property (the will is not explicit about 
buildings) to John Calder, an attorney. In 175U Galder transferred the three lots 
"and tenements" to John Bordeley, a merchant, for ilOO sterling. It is conceivable 
that 115 Water Street had been built by then, though the price—a little over Ii30 
per lot—suggests very strongly that the "tenements" were something less substantial, 

Bordeley willed his property to his wife, Isabella, in 176l, She appears im-nediately 
to have married William Stevenson, another local merchant. Together they then 
transferred their joint property to Attorney Robert Sterling and back again in that 
same jrear to secure title. This transaction involved several parcels of land and 
several town lots, including Town Lot l5 and Water iots 9 and 10. (The only house 
mentioned specifically turns out to be on Lot lH,) 

In 1780, merchant Stevenson divided the three lots in question into two equal 
packages, selling the northeast half of Lot l5 and Water lot 9 to Daniel Metzlar 
for hhh 2/3 bushels of "good merchantable wheat" and the southwest half of 1$ and 
Water Lot 10 to blacksmith Simon Wickes for 222 bushels of the same. Neither price 
tells us anything conclusive. We suspect that the frame dwelling which has become 
the Metcalfe Apartments was on the northeast half of Lot IS by I78O. And if we 
consider that evidenoe alone—forgetting that there may have been some outside 
financial agreement between Stevenson and Wickes—it makes it seem unlikely that 
at half jdodbqanc the orice of a lot and a half and a house Wickes got ansrthing 
as substantial as a Georgian brick messuage. The house may have been built for 
l̂ ickes soon after I78O and modeled on the recently completed (?) 110 Water Street 
icross the street. (1766-1771;?) 

Wickes willed the property in 1797 to Elizabeth V/ickes and then to Simon, Jr., with 
the stipulation that a 20-fot)t square in the northwest corner (which by modem 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY of D6t l5 
(continued) 
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recbnMng could be either comer, the rear middle or right rear of what is presently 
^112 Water Street) be reserved as a burial plot. 

When both Elizabeth and Simon, Jr. died, the property ownership became extremely 
conqjlicated, and was finally transferred by Thomas Ringgold as attorney for a half-
dozen contesting Wickes to Anne, Elizabeth, and Caroline Perkins in l35l for $900. 
The house remained in the Perkins family, from whom it takes its popular name, until 
19U2. 
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Summary of Title Search; ll5 Water Street 

John Falconer, Sr, 

John Falconer, Jrl to Richard Bennett Folio U 688 (1736) (Town Lot 15, Water Lots 9 & 10) 

Richard Bennett wills property to John Calder (Will in Q.A, County) (17U9) 

John Calder to John Bordeley Liber 7 U29 (175U) tlOO sterling 
(Lot 15, Water Lots 9 & 10 and "tenements") 

John Bordley wills to Isabella Bordley, his wife Wills Liber k 12U (1761) 

Isabella Bordley Stevenson and William Stevenson to Robert Sterling DD 1 25 (I76l) 
and back again DD 1 27 

(100 acre parcel, 95 acre parcel, 28 acre parcel. Town Lot l|l with a house on it. 
Town Lot l5. Water Lots 9 and 10,"houses, orchards',' etc.) 

.•i 

William Stevenson to Simon Wickes DD 5 538 (1780) "222 bushels of good merchantable 

(southwest half of Town l5 & Water Lot 10) wheat" 

Simon Wickes wills property in 1797 to Elizabeth Wickes and then to Simon, Jr., Both 
die and the property passes to Sarah Wickes Ringgold, and several others. It 3s8a6 
the southwest half of Lot l5 is sold off, 

Thomas C. Ringgold, Sarah Wickes Ringgold, John Wickes, Mary Wickes, Phoebe Wickes, 
and James Wickes to Anne Perkins, Elizabeth Perkins, and Caroline Perkins 

JR 1 337 (1851) $900 

Caroline Perkins wills property to Eben F. Perkins. 

Sben F. Perkins wills property to Mary E, Perkins. 

Mary E, Perkins dies and Executor of Estate sells pronerty to Eiien F, Perkins, Jr. (l90U) 

Eben F. Perkins and Wheeler B. Perkins to J. Raymond Simpers RAS 2$ 109 (19U0) 

J. Raymond Simpers to Eben F. Perkins and Wheeler B. Perkins RAS 25 111 (19U0) 

Wheeler B, Perkins, widow to Richard and Josephine Carvell RAS 25 U76 (19U2) 

Richard and Josephine Carvell to Charles Atherton EHP 39 2U8 (1971) 

Charles Atherton to William and Jeanne Sears EHP 5U 650 
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Simon Wickes House (Perkins House) 
115 Water St. 
Chestertown 
Chestertown Quad. 
Kent County 










